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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 



Kl This communication is responsive to papers filed on Feb 5, 1999 
K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-17 



Kl The drawings filed on Feb 5, 1999 are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
. *Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 7 are presented for examination. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1- 17 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art fails to teach or suggest an apparatus for synchronizing a portable electronic 

device with a host computer, comprising: an interface, including an interface circuit having a 
transmit buffer and a receiver buffer and a cable configured for connection to a communication 
port of said host computer and to a data port of said portable electronic device ; a signal path 
connected between a voltage source of said portable electronic device and said interface, said 
signal path configured to provide electrical power to said interface circuit upon connection of said 
cable to said data port of said portable electronic device; a processor in said portable electronic 
device, said processor having a status signal input coupled to an output of said transmit buffer, 
wherein said transmit buffer is configured to output a first logic level upon application of power 
from said signal path, said first logic level resulting in true logic level status signal at said status 
signal input; and computer program code logic, executed by said processor and configured to 
initiate a synchronization process with said host computer when said status signal presents a true 
logic level at said status signal input, as claimed in claims 1-17. 
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4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Rijue Mai whose telephone number is (703) 308-7098 

7. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM, 
and alternate Friday Eastern Time. The examiner can also be E-mailed at Mai.Rijue@uspto.gov. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Reba Elmore, can be reached on (703) 305-9706. 

8. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-9085. 
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